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Wharton India Forum to Feature Leaders from Different Fields
refused Modi a visa on grounds of
alleged human rights violations in
Gujarat in 2002 where some 2,000
people, majority of them Muslim,
were killed in riots. Rights activists
said Modi did nothing to stop the
killing and burning. Washington
continues to deny him the visa
even as other countries, including
U.K. have met with Modi in a bid
to explore investment opportunities in Gujarat. He has been hailed
as an economic leader and is successfully positioned as a strong
contender for the Prime
Ministerial candidate of the

From News Dispatches

O

rganizers of the annual
conference on the Indian
economy at the University
of Pennsylvania’s Wharton
Business School had to change
their plans for a videoconference
with Gujarat Chief Minister
Narendra Modi following a petition drive opposing it.
Modi was supposed to deliver
the keynote address at the 17th
Wharton India Economic Forum
March 23, via video, but according
to Press Trust of India, a petition
drive initiated by several UPenn
professors and signed by more
than 250 people, resulted in WIEF
organizers canceling the chief
minister’s talk.
Over the last 16 years, students
at Wharton have organized the
annual Wharton India Economic
Forum which brings in heavyweights in industry and academics from around the world to
UPenn. This year’s guests include
India’s Deputy Planning
Commissioner Montek Ahluwalia,

Montek Ahluwalia

Milind Deora

Stony Brook University’s Firing of
Indian Director Draws Public Protest

Dr. Sudhir
M. Parikh

Ron Somers

T

he South Asian Women’s
Leadership Forum will mark
its10th anniversary and
Women’s History Month by hosting the SAWLF Congress on
March 9 in New York City.
Described by SAWLF as the country’s premier forum for South
Asian women, the day-long event
is expected to attract more than
400 women.
Established in 2003, SAWLF is
the first national, not-for-profit
organization dedicated to the
advancement of South Asian
women and girls in the marketplace. SAWLF serves as a primary
networking and mentoring platform for South Asian women and
girls.

(via live videoconference); Milind
Deora, India’s minister of state for
IT and communication; and Ron
Somers, chair of the U.S.-India
Business Council, among others.
The theme of the 2013 conference
is “Changing Seas: Steering for

Growth”. Among other distinguished speakers to address the
forum will be Dr. Sudhir M.
Parikh, Padma Shri award winner
and publisher of Desi Talk, who
will participate in a panel on NRIs.
In 2005, the State Department

Featured speakers include Ann
Mukherjee, SVP and chief marketing officer, Frito-Lay North
America; Anika Rahman, executive director, Ms. Foundation for
Women; Rachel Roy, designer,
mother and philanthropist; Ranji
Nagaswami, Bridgewater
Associates; Savita Subramanian,
head of US Equity and US
Quantitative Strategy, Bank of
America Merrill Lynch; Vrinda
Menon, managing director,
Goldman Sachs; Mukta Farooq,
senior technical staff member and
Master Inventor, IBM; Abha
Kumar, principal, Vanguard;
Radhika Venkatraman, Verizon
Jagruti Bhika; and Anita Borg
Institute for Women and
Technology.
Panel presentations will be held
on “Women and Philanthropy”

with Lata Reddy, vice president,
Corporate Social Responsibility
and president, The Prudential
Foundation; Penny Abeywardena,
head of Girls and Women and
associate director of
Commitments, Clinton Global
Initiative; Sayu Bhojwani, The
New American Leaders Project
and Sarita Gupta, president,
Indico.
Also included is Speed
Mentoring with Ruma Bose, Laura
Brightsen and Umber Ahmad
The event is presented by
PricewaterhouseCoopers and will
take place at their offices in
Midtown Manhattan, 300
Madison Avenue (SW corner of
42nd Street).
On-line registration now open:
http://www.ersvp.com/r/event88
29/regmain

Edison Group to Host International Women’s Day Celebrations
By a Staff Writer

T

he Edison Visionary Lions
Club will celebrate
International Women’s Day
on March 16 at North Brunswick
High School. A symposium on
“Entrepreneurship for Women”
will be followed by New Jersey
premiere of critically acclaimed
documentary “It’s a Girl.” Shot on
location in India and China, the
documentary explores the question of why are 200 million girls
missing.
India, China and many other
parts of the world today, girls are
killed, aborted and abandoned
simply because they are girls, the
film’s website says. The United

Gopalnath, Kenny Endo, and
Niyaz; edgy contemporary performers like D’Lo, Christina
– NEW YORK Wong, Rizwan Mirza; popular
cholars, artists, writers,
comedians like Russell Peters,
activists and students have Eliot Chang, Dean Obedaillah
come together to support
and Maysoon Zahid amongst
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By Bhargavi Kulkarni

Conference to Offer Mentoring and Networking
Platform for South Asian Women
By a Staff Writer

Bharatiya Janata Party in the 2014
general elections in India.
Wharton India organizers said
that while they still hold to their
position of having Modi as a
speaker, they would bow to the
strong opposition generated in
the wider UPenn community. PTI
also reported March 4, that
Gautam Adani of the Adani Group
of companies had pulled out as
the keynote speaker following the
uproar. The Adani Group is the
main sponsor of the Wharton
event, according to the website
dedicated to the WIEF.

Nations estimates as many as 200
million girls are missing in the
world today because of this socalled “gendercide.”
According to a press release by
the organizers, the March 16 celebration is an attempt to initiate a
conversation on the importance
of rights for women in families
and society in general. The symposium is open to the registered
participants and speakers include
prominent entrepreneurs and
policy makers. Attendees are invited to participate in discussions on
entrepreneurship among women.
The club spends 100% of the
raised funds for their service activities like supporting children victims of Woodbridge apartment
fire, individuals with special needs

and helped victims of super storm
Sandy along with many other
community service projects. Part
of the proceeds from this event
will go to the family of the New
Delhi rape victim, who has
become a symbol of safety for
women. A suggested donation for
attending the event is $10. Tickets
can be purchased online using
following link:
https://donations.sulekha.com/d
onate-to_donate-to-edisonvisionary-lions-club_1118
For more information or to get
involved with the Edison
Visionary Lions Club, contact Lion
Mahesh Chitnis at (732-800-2273)
/ mahesh.chitnis@visionarylions.org or visit http://visionarylions.org.

S

www.desitalk.com – that’s all you need to know

