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Dr. Sudhir Parikh with Governor of Gujarat Kohli.

69



Wik LN VIO

Philanthropy
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May 25, 2018

India Needs Philanthropy

Paiima Shel and Founder of Parlkh Woﬂdwide Media, Dr. Sudhir Parlkh, disinbuling sewing machlne to under

Gujaval on Janvary 10, 2017,

privileged women al Life

By DR. SuDHIR PARIKH

% well-knewn fnet that the Indian
Amierivan disspora is deeply connect-
ed lo their roots. Over the decades,
even as (he community got
entrenched deeper in the Amwerican

way of life, strived to reach higher corridars
of power, became a wealthy, influentia)
community, they didn't forget to inculcate
in the next generation love for India and its
multifaceted Lraditions and culture.

While vacations (o India are always wel-
come, it's also an eye-opener for the
younger generation who grew up in a
developed country like the United States of
America. The rampant poverty and sight of
underprivileged people in India's towns
and cities often evoke strong reaction.

One way to nurture love for India
amongst Lhe next generation, and also is as
important for those who were born and
brought up in India, is to do philanthropic
work,

This commitment to philanthropy, to
help underprivileged in India, is not only
deeply satisfying on a personal level, but
more importantly, is the need of the hour.
It helps countless lives in India, It's perhaps
the only hope for those who struggle to
survive in the morass of poverty, give them
hope for a better tomorrow.

There was a time when the ndian
American community wanted to donate,
but were not sure to which organizations
to contribule Lo, wanted more (ransparen-
cy in operations, Today, that dilemma is
not so acute anymore. There are several
fine organizations llke the American India
Foundation and Pratham, among others,
to choose from. Their zeal and commit-
ment to India’s progress is unquestionable.

Many of us also want to do philanthropy
in India on a regional basis, help the state
that we come from. We also want to target
cerlain communities and people that we
feel more strongly about,

That too, is highly recommended. |
think that one way to do it is to do personal
research into what organizations are doing
work in a particulac state in India, and
check their track record over the years.

nter,

Having contributed to a few non-profits
in India, I can assure you that there is no
dearth of commilment in those organiza-
tions, Some of these organizalions not only
accepl cash donations, but also are inter-
ested to avail of your expertise in helping
the underprivileged, For example, if you
are a physician or teacher, some time you
spend in these communities, trying to
cure, teach, will help too immeasurably.

One organization [ can recommend
highly is the GuJarat-based 'Life, which
does great service not only in that state,
but other states in India as well.

Jaya Bachchan, the former actress and
now Member of Parliameny, is the
Chairperson of 'Life.’ Please see her leiter
advocating the work of the organization.

Project ‘Life’ which was founded in 1978
as a blood-bank in Gujarat, has today
grown o cover a range of activities operat-
ing on a vision to support, sustain and
enrich the lives of the poor and underprivi-
leged in India. It is one of several Indian
non-governinental organizations that Non-
Resident Indians and Indian Americans
believe to be doing good work to bring
people out of poverty and ill-health.

‘Life’ was established by two brothers,
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successful businessmen from Rajkot,
Shashikant and Chandrakant Koticha, in
1978, in an effort to give back to society.
Brought up by a strong mother after they
lost their father at an eatly age, the broth-
ers have expanded from a state-of-the-
NABH (National Accreditation Board for
Hospilals & Healthcare Providers) and
AABB (American Association of Blood
Banks, USA) blood barik, to implementing

womel's empowerment projects, tree-
planting initiatives, yoga health and well-
ness centers, including in more than 20
jails.

The Koticha brolhers are bridging the
gap between the resident aud the global
Gujaratis, and helping people stay fit,

Numerous celebrities and humanilari-
ans, including Mother Teresa, bave praised
the organizalion over the years and visited
its various branches. Mother Teresa visited
the center in 1982; spiritual leader
Pramukh Swamimaharajshri in 1991;
renowned cricketer Sachin Tendulkar with
the Indian team in 1993; Bollywood super-
star Amitabh Bachchan and his wife, Jaya
Bachchan, visited as well as performed
puja at the cenler in 1994; then Chief
Minister of Gujarat Narendra Modi in 2010,
[ had an opportunity to visit the center last
year.

A “responsible charity organization,”
Project ‘Life’ says, of itself: “Most of our
efforts, energy and resources are directed
towards breaking the vicious circle of
poverty and preventing avoidable pain.”

I'wish them all the best in their
endeavor,

(Padma Shri Dr. Sudhir Parlidh Is founder and chalrman,
Parlich Worldwide Media.)
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New Delhi: 1o UN-based
Non-Resident Ineliiny —
Sant Singh Chawal and Dr.
Sudbiz M. Parikh ~ wee
ong mamy others wha
ved the national Padma
ds Gram the hands ol
Presicdent Poaniblin il here
on April 7. The Tudian gos-
crnnent recognizes cdistin-
wuisheed b and prople
ol Andiau origin fn their
contnibutions e varions
fields  with the il
awarnds

While Ghatwal, who s @
noted hielier and whose
selection lor the awind D
cnrlier viggered w vonno-
versy, was awinded Padima
Bhushan, D Parikh, whois
W well-known  phy :
phitantlunpist and publish-
as honored with Padnit

ol
Shai

In the pasic Clawal and D,
Plarikh were also the recipi-
enis ol the U8 prestigious
awand — Ellic kand Awasl,
the highest hanor conlerred
on US inunigrams fov rheir
tifetime community senvice

tn adedition, De Buikh wins
alsu ahe aecipient ol dhe
Pravasi Blunativa Simanan o

Warse= Presdent Pratitae thtd presevtng Budam St ousand to NRE Dr.
Netelhar M, Baeckh at o pwisestitute commonn iu Hashtvapat Bhovan in New
Delhi ane Wil 7, Reght Pratisa it presending Biden Bhosdeot auand 1o
Cheirysiaen uf Indo Amenieaa Devinsrate St Soy,
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special awand given by the
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hie wan invited v speak ihoun
phikinthiophy as part of te
PRD lective series,
Earliev amid the contioversy
when  the  awinds  were
annonnced, @ petition was
fileet in thie Dethi Tgh Cou
st the government's deci-
sion o awand Pacdma Blishan
to Chatwal

S K. Shali, who liled the
petition tivongh his counsel
S0 Mehi, denanded Tnnn
the govermmen D adina
Bhushion should 101 be von-
leveed on a4 mn agains
whom mvestigting agencics
were piohing Hse dises
unter varions clinges

Describing Ghamwal s one
“whose vise ciinates

dubjous mul questionable and
marky linandal dealings,' the
petitioner asked the govern
mene 1o reconsider s dedi
Nofy.

However, inveph to ihe vea-
Chatwa) saiel dun I
had warked on behall of
Mime Minisiar Maninohan
Stnghin the US and listed 1he
theto- 1S nnddear ddeal among

froversy,
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Speither ol (h
Representanives, and Semor

his achievements,

People ke the  Prime
el of Indiit hane recog-
nized my wank. 1 warked dm
over 30 vears promoting the
US-Indlii aelations, So why in
the winlel will | give up this
ansnd): saicl Chatwal.,
Staving dun lobbying lor the
finda-US nuctewr deid wis noy
¢ job, he said: “1wen ke
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Hovse of

with

Charles Schwmer and albea
ome others o make suie i
happened ”

Chatsal said he had never
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bim
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Gujarati Community Hosts Celebration in New Jersey

By Eia Dutr
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Bay Area Gelebrates Golden Jubilee of Gujarat

By A STAF WRITER

ane thuan LS people

atrended i May B

fundion conemn

rating the goldin
Jubilee of the creation af thie
State of Gugar, e function
held atthe Sunnsvale World
Hinda Yemple aud Cubloral
Center was onganizad by the Bay
Area Gujarti Samaj ol Nonhen
Calilosnin

PrareQishmi Majumdag, wen
o wcllme sworker in California
indusiiated this funcnan by cue
tinganbboua e viiince ol
e termple acconling w apross
elease Che progen began with
e singing of the American and
Indian national anthems, fol
lowed by awelcome address
fromm Gujarati Samaj President
Naran Patel,

Prominent guests and oflice
bearers who atended the event
included Sailesh Patel, Mukesh
Mavajl, Uday Matel, Prigyn
Hagabhavaliy, Deepa Thakue,
Urniila Pale), Sandeep Panvala
CA Patel. Anil Desai, Naveen
atel, lannji Patel, Narendrm
Pathak, Jectu Pndit, Rajesh
Shili, Heera Pated and Satish
Haval the press retease said

The unction was divided inwe
orning and afierugon sessions
A Gujarani culiuil program and
a (mlk dance compenitinn were
held in the muing

Nveaty-lour culluri gruups
from the Bay Area paniicipasicd

In the evening, Naran Farel
honored Dr. Sudhir Parkh. pub
lisher of News Indla Times, for
having received the Padma Shri
award from the Indian govern

arannd the sountry, joined hy
some from other countries
i lodiog tadis, cinne o Rayal
Mbuit’s Place wihere they slagal
the night, Shobhing Patel of 164
talih News India tinmes

e 1N participanis e in

their teatoionr throngh the siles
Tihe Woeld Trande Center and 1he
Pentagon comuemorating i
RO RN SLTTRTTHIRN
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ment this year.

“This is nat just an honor for
me, bul for the entire Gujarati
commuinity lo whom [ dedicale
the award,” Parikh said

“The award presentation was

Tollowed by a cudiura) program,
Gujaratl Dayro. Panicipants
Included Abhaysingh Rathore
and group, cumedian Jeetu
Dwarkavala, Radha Vyas and
Mocna Paiet
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Chicago to Mark Founding
of Gujarat State

By N, Becum

CHICAGH
bijaralh vdiimmunigy
Teaifym seveived o
kalashout i May 4 cere
monyin f hivigo as

pan of “Swamim Gujarat!
the yeistlnng cetebritios
risieking the S0t i esan
nl e covation of the Sune ot
Gajatat in lndia

the kalash, or carthies pot
was brought fmn India Iy
community members wha
bad attended the formal cere-
mony launching the celebra.
tions in Ahmedabad, Gujurat

Al the lounch ceremony,
whicliwas telecast ive and
viewed by Gujarati cernmunt-
ties across the United Staies,
Gujacat Chiefl Minister
Narendra Modi and Jay
Narayan \yas, the stare’s
health ininster and minsier
for nanresident Gujaraiis,

presented o kalash o
Bl Barai, DS Pated ol
Qiunan K- 1salel imong nth
ers

Inanmimerview with Desi
Tk, Bar, chaicman ol
Manav Seva Mandir, siid
ponresidem ladians from 50
coimries jolucd the niisters
and other guests acthe
Ahnedabad event

the kalash cenempin was
Tt Sl 30 cond presicdyd
uver by Gujaral Gov, Kiamida
Benbwal. Baeai said e and
Pated brought Midwest kalash
1o Chicagu on May 1,

Women performed tilak
and anll ceremaonies, Barai
said.

The kalash will be (aken (o
several Midwit citics, he
sald, adiing that tre Vishwa
Gujarati Sumaf has planned a
May 31 celebration at
Waterford Ranquetin
Elmhurst 1o mark the creation
of Gujarat state

Trom ieht, Maman Palel, Tuldl Patel, Barwi , Walal Patel and orther memben
of Uinlled Senior Partwar at the Wy 4 teremony in Chicago.
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Dr. Sudhir Parikh and Dr. Sudha Parikh hosting Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, founder
of the Art of Living foundation at their NJ home. The event was aimed at
Jamiliarizing the work being done by Ekal Vidyalaya (One Teacher School )

in tribal areas of India’s interior. As a community activist, he has supported
several charity organizations in India and USA. July 2003.

Dr. Sudhir Parikh with Sri Sri Ravi Sankar At Launch of Ekal Vidyalay.
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Dr. Sudhir Parikh with Senator Robert Menende?.




UL R L

Dr. Sudhir Parikh with Senator Richard Lugar, member of the powerful
Senate Foreign Relations Committee.

Drs. Sudha and Sudhir Parikh with Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist.
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PHOTO GALLERY

As president of the Indiam American Forum Jor Political Edication, Dr Parikh
honors US Congressman Crowley and Joe Wilson.

Dr. Parikh honoring Congressman Frank Pallone, Jr.
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PHOTO GALLERY

Drs. Sudhir and Sudha Parikh with Con
who served as the co-Chairman
India and Indian Americans.

gressman Gary Ackerman,
of tahe Congressional Caucus on

Dr. Sudhir Parikh explains a point to Congressman Jim McDermott, who

served as co-chairman of the Congressional Caucus on India and Indian
Americans and visited India over 19 times.

e
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PHOTO GALLERY

Srinivasapuram natives honoring Dr. Parikh

T —

Dr. Sudhir Parikh at the Kallar Beach
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PHOTO GALLERY

o Dudbir ,—-5
LBt /AH/V):‘{E:T /%A/ /

Dr. Sudhir Parikh with President George W. Bush, participating in
a function organized last September at Jackson, Mississippi.

Dr. Sudhir Parikh with President George W. Bush.
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PHOTO GALLERY

Dr. Sudhir Parikh with Jormer Prime Minister A.B.

Vajpayee in
September 2003.

Dr. Sudhir Parikh with former Prime Minister LK. Gujral.

e
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PHOTO GALLERY

Dr. Sudhir Parikh with Minister of Railway Piyush Goyal.

45



PHUIU GALLERY

The historic 25th India Day Parade in New York organized by Federation
of Indian Associations (FIA) under the stewardship of Dr. Parikh.

Dr. Parikh along with New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg
at a joint press conference.

%
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PHUTU GALLEHY

From right to left: Dr. Parikh with Congressman Gary L. Ackerman,
Indian Consul General in New York, Sashi Tripathi, and
Congressman Benjamin Gilman.

Indian American Forum for Political Education (IAFPE) honor India Caucus
Co-Chair Jow Crowley at the annual congressional reception and dinner held at
the Dirksen Senate Office building in Washington, D.C.

L-R: Congressman Sherrod Brown, Congresswoman Denise Majette, Congress-
man and India Caucus Co-Chair Jow Crowley being honored by Dr. Parikh,
Congressman Frank Pallone, Congressman Joe Wilson and Congressman
Matheson.

“
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FHUIU GALLEHY

Gujarat Chief Minlsier Vijay Rupani hands an MOU prepared by Project 'Life’ to Dr. Sudhir Parikh, publisher of
News India Times aud reciplent of Indla's Padma Shri award, af their Aug. 10 meeling in Gandhinagar.
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Dr. Sudhir Parikh with CEO Mahendra & Mahendra.
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Indla's Minister of xtermal Atfairs Susham Swaraj i conversation with Dr. Suedliie Pavikh and Dr. Sudha Patikh, al the New York Patice hoted, on Seplember 24,

PHOTOS: Jay MANDAL/ON ASSIGNMENT

Indiar's Tinance Ministor Avon Jailley with Padma Shei Dr, Sudhie Paikh, Founder and Publisher of
Parikly Wortdwide Media.
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